Press Release
Mitchell & Margaret Henry due to visit Galway
Launch of Mitchell Henry’s 100th Anniversary

& Kylemore Abbey’s National Heritage Week Events

Shoppers in Galway city may be taken by surprise this Saturday, 14th August when actors Tara Breathnach, who will be playing the role of Margaret Henry and Philip Sweeney, who will take on the role of Mitchell Henry, take to the streets complete with horse and carriage to launch the beginning of events taking place at Kylemore Abbey & Victorian Gardens to celebrate the life of Mitchell Henry, with the 100th anniversary of his death taking place this November. 

Mitchell & Margaret Henry will be at Eyre Square at 12pm on Saturday, 14th August along with some of the beautiful flowers from Kylemore Abbey’s spectacular Walled Gardens, before travelling by horse and carriage through the city centre and finishing their journey at Spanish Arch at 13.30.  
Staff from Kylemore Abbey will also be on hand to inform the people of Galway of the events taking place at the top tourist attraction during National Heritage Week, which runs from 21st – 29th August. During the week, a variety of events to showcase the history and natural heritage of Kylemore Abbey, and Connemara itself, will take place including family friendly guided tours through the Abbey, nature walks, explorations of the Victorian Walled Gardens and much more. Exciting talks on the architecture and engineering history of Kylemore Abbey will take place during the week as well as a tour of the estate to learn more about the wildlife at Kylemore Abbey and Connemara with wildlife expert and artist Gordon D’Arcy.    

The 100th anniversary of the death of Mitchell Henry will take place in November, with a variety of events planned to celebrate his life and his commitment to Kylemore Abbey and Connemara. Mitchell and his wife Margaret Henry are credited for accomplishing the amazing architectural and engineering feat in the late 1800s of building the castle at Kylemore Abbey and creating an oasis of sophistication and beauty in this at the time rugged part of the world. The magnificent turreted castle the husband and wife team created is still set into the hills above the lake although it is now one of Ireland's top tourist attractions, and easily reached, being just 1 hour from Galway city and with thousands of visitors every year!
Henry Mitchell spent forty years improving Kylemore Abbey and during that time not only built the stunning castle but also turned thousands of acres of waste land into the productive Kylemore Estate. He developed the Kylemore estate as a commercial and political experiment and the result brought material and social benefits to the entire region and left a lasting impression on the landscape and on the memory of the local people. 

Mitchell Henry introduced many improvements for the locals who were at the time recovering from the Great Irish Famine, providing work, shelter and later a school for his workers children. He represented Galway in the House of Commons for 14 years and whilst tragedy struck with the sudden death of his wife in 1874 and later his daughter, Mitchell Henry gave the tenants at Kylemore a landlord hard to be equalled not just in Connemara but throughout Ireland – making Mitchell Henry a popular figure in the area, and a man worthy of recognition with this year’s celebration of the 100th anniversary of his death. 

Visit Kylemore Abbey during National Heritage Week and embrace all that the Kylemore Estate has to offer while learning more about Mitchell Henry and his history with Kylemore Abbey – all events are included in admission price to Kylemore Abbey & Victorian Walled Gardens. Following any of the fantastic events taking place, relax and take in a woodland or garden walk, visit the restored rooms of the Abbey, gothic church, tea rooms, café and craft shop as well as the spectacular views. 

For information on events taking place at Kylemore Abbey & Victorian Walled Gardens during National Heritage Week and to mark the 100th anniversary of Mitchell Henry’s death, visit www.kylemoreabbeytourism.ie 
For more information or to book places at the event, please contact:

Brid Connell, Kylemore Abbey

Tel: 095 41463

Email: brid@kylemoretourism.ie
Visit www.kylemoreabbeytourism.ie for further details
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